Carboxyl ester lipase: a highly polymorphic locus on human chromosome 9qter.
Carboxyl ester lipase (CEL) is a major component of pancreatic juice and is responsible for the hydrolysis of cholesterol esters as well as a variety of other dietary esters. As part of an effort to elucidate the role of this enzyme in the genetic control of lipid metabolism, we report here the chromosomal mapping of the gene for CEL to the most distal part of the long arm of human chromosome 9 using analysis of mouse-human somatic cell hybrids and in situ hybridization to chromosomes. A chromosome 9 translocation was utilized to determine the position of the CEL gene relative to various genetic markers previously localized to this region. Finally, we report that the CEL locus exhibits a high degree of polymorphism and contains a hypervariable region of the insertion/deletion variety.